
 
Southern Jeeps families enjoy our annual  
Cook & Camp event at Tellico. 

 
Manny and Joyce Varela watch as SJ  
members pull the pork for the evening meal. 

 
Good food, good friends and Jeeps…a  
perfect summer evening! Doug and Stacey  
Walker’s shirts tell the story…”Tellico  
Has It All!” 

Southern Jeeps  
Celebrates the Summer 2007 

with Annual Cook & Camp 
 

Southern Jeeps members all met at Crawford’s 
Camp, Murphy, NC on June 22-24, 2007 for our 5th 
annual Cook & Camp event.  This is a family 
oriented event for all members, friends and 
perspectives Southern Jeepers. This year we had in 
excess of 90 folks attend our event. 
 
On Friday, two groups headed out to Tellico.  One 
group led by Jeff Dodgen ran Trails 6, 4, 8 to the 
top of Slickrock and out 5; the other group led by 
Tyler Raatz headed in to Fains Ford on their way to 
Slickrock.  John and Terri Kates had an unfortunate 
flop at Fains Ford.  The recovery was a team effort 
by Southern Jeeps members and everyone headed 
on to Slickrock.  Slickrock did its thing again this 
year and Dave Wagner broke an engine mount, a 
McGyver-like recovery using a piece of driftwood, 
chain and straps allowed him to drive out of the 
mountain.  Other stories include a minor bumper 
collision with a parked Jeep and someone running 
out of propane on the trail.  As we say, we all go in 
together and we all come out together!  And to add 
the stories that happen at Tellico also stay at 
Tellico. 
 
Friday evening everyone cooked out at the camp 
and enjoyed the rock pile.  Many new folks got their 
first experiences on the rock pile and a little training 
on spotting, safety and driving on the rocks. 
 
Saturday was a beautiful day as two groups headed 
out for another day.  A group of the one ton rigs 
headed to Lower 2.  With a crowd looking on JM 
Rousseau led the way up the trail.  Matt Gann, R.L. 
Stanley, Pat McCartin, Bobby Woolridge and Ryan 
Woods worked up the dust on the trail.  The other 
group led by Tyler Raatz headed off to Trails 4, 5 
and 6.  Everyone made it back to camp as Manny 
Varela (www.mannysbbq.com) finished off the pork 
butts for the evening meal.  The evening featured 
some great pulled pork, side dishes from members 
and a lot of fun on the rock pile. 
 
 
Submitted by Jeff Dodgen and Ray Stanley 
July 8, 2007 
 



 
Steve Crawford and the newest Southern Jeeps  
member, Nick Callahan, son of Patrick and  
Amy Callahan, grandson of the Southern Jeeps  
family! 

 
Southern Jeeps members prepare for the day  
at Tellico. 

 
Southern Jeeps members heading to Slick Rock.   
Ask Dave Wagner about his driftwood recovery? 



Who needs horsepower?  Lower 2 demands a little 
 love from R.L. Stanley. 
 

JM and JD Rousseau share a family moment on  
the rock pile. 

New member John Christiano experiences the rock pile for the 
first time. 



Ray Stanley tests the new Big Green on the rock pile for a little 
more family fun. 
 

 


